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First nation of nacho nyak dun 

 

You better watch out, 

 

You better not cry, 

 

You better not pout 

Inhíhódihnáy 

I’m telling you why, 

Santa Claus  

 

Santa Claus is coming 

to town! 
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“my language is who I am and the bridge to my 

culture.” 

Santa Claus Is Coming To Town! 



SEWING CLASSES 

@ DROP IN CENTRE 

EVERY TUESDAY @ 7 pm- 

9:30pm 

BRING YOUR SEWING! 

LEARN TO BEAD!

4INFORMATION CALL 

SOPHIE @ 996 2551 
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"May the sun bring you 
new energy by day, may 
the moon softly restore 

you by night, may the rain 
wash away your worries, 
may the breeze blow new 
strength into your being, 

may you walk gently 
through the world and 
know its beauty all the 

days of your life." 
ñ Apache Blessing 

Christmas at the Old Village  
 

 H olidays were always a happy time for 

families and friends at the Old Village.  

During Christmas, all of the people got  

together at Church and mission school to 

play. Bags of Christmas candies and  

oranges were handed out to all the kids. 

We would have a big feast and then there 

would be a dance that would go all night 

until early morning. People from Mayo 

town and would come join the Village. This 

happened every night until the New Year.  
For the feast, the men would go around the 

Village from home to home with a big  

canvas. The people would all put in food 

and the men would sing a special song. The 

men also did the cooking for the feast.  

The Old Village continues to be used as a 

cultural gathering place in the summer. 

Many people in the community talk about 

using it more for things such as fish camps, 

staff retreats, dry meat making. Some  

people even talk about building new  

cabins down there.  
 

The NND Heritage & Culture Department is 

looking for input on how to use the Old  

Village. Should we:  

Have more events down there?  

Build new cabins?  

Have water storage?  

A caretaker?  

Boat docking area?  

A Teeny Tiny Addition to the  

Heritage & Culture Department!  
 

We would like to welcome baby Kody to the 

Heritage Department and congratulations to 

Krista and Shawn. 

Krista will still be coming into the office a 

couple of times of months to do status cards. 

If you have any questions regarding status 

cards or enrollment, please contact Joella 

(116) or Karla (150).  

All of the forms and information is available 

on the NND website www.nndfn.com  



Northern Tutchone Crossword: Translate! 

DOWN: 
1. Ice fishing. 
2. Sled. 
3. Frost. 
4. Toboggan. 
6. Kids. 
9. Happy. 
10. Mitts. 
12. Sled. 
13. Kindness. 
14. Snare. 
ACROSS: 
3. Christmas. 
5. Candle. 
7. Blanket. 
8. Firewood. 
11. Scarf. 
15. Kindling wood.  
16. Cold. 
17. New Years. 
18. Snow.  
 
Answers on page  
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Welcome back Nicole Hutton!  

 

We are very excited to have Nicole 

Hutton back at NND. She was away 

at school in Vancouver studying 2D 

animation (she can now make little 

cartoons!). She will be able to use 

this to make little videos 

to help teach language 

and culture.   
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Graveyard Project  

 
For the past few years, Bev Genier and the 

Elders worked on identifying the graves in 

both old graveyards up by the new NND 

building. Many of the graves were  

unmarked but with the help of Elders, 

church and archive documents we were 

able to identify many of the graves.  

Unfortunately there are still many that we 

do not have information about.  

This fall, Andy Lucas and his crew built 

fences and markers for many of the graves. 

There are still many fences to be built and 

this project will continue next summer. If 

you have a family member buried at the 

Airport cemetery and would like a fence, 

please let us know.  

We also had little metal plaques made for 

each grave as well with name, birth and 

death information that was available. These 

were made since the wooden markers fade 

over time. These will go up next summer.  

A large map of the graveyard was also 

made and will hang in the little cabin up 

there so that people can easily find their 

relatives when they visit the graveyard. 

We have a lot of citizens that ôcome homeõ 

in the summer and want to see where there 

family is buried. We hope that this will be 

useful to them.  

In the spring, we will be planning a family 

clean up day at the graveyard so that we 

can all work together to maintain the 

graves and also pass on information about 

our families. It is very important that we 

take care of our graveyards. We look  

forward to working with the community on 

keeping the graveyards clean and cared 

for.  

A lot of work has gone into this project. We 

are so thankful to everyone who contrib-

uted to this project.  

              Memory Quilt  

 
In May 2009 a group of us came together to begin 

working on a quilt.  The idea behind this quilt is to 

honor those who attended residential school who have 

passed away and for those who remain to express 

themselves. We want the quilt to reflect our desire to 

move forward as a strong and healthy community.  

We have met a few times over the past year and half 

and although a few have completed their squares, 

there are many that are still working on them. For 

some, working on these squares is a part of a healing 

journey as they reflect back on the negative and  

positive experiences they had. For others it is about 

listening to the stories of those who attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Christmas we will have another working session 

to come together, share ideas and have some laughs.  

Ideas for squares - make a square that shows your 

thoughts and feelings about residential school and 

about moving on. It could be anything sad, happy, 

about growth and healing or loss of culture and  

traditional ways. The squares can be done in any  

medium: appliqué, embroidery, fabric photos and we 

are open to other ideas.  

It is not too late to join this project, please contact 

Joella or Annabelle if you are interested.  

 

òWe want the quilt to reflect our 

desire to move forward as a 

strong and healthy community.ó 
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Dahkha Kwaan Dancers  

On November 26 th we hosted the Dahkha Kwaan Dancers from 

Whitehorse. This is a dance comprised of Inland Tlingit people. 

The performance was a huge success with over 140 people       

attending. Their singing, dancing and drumming show their    

passion and pride in their culture. I have had the  

opportunity to see them perform before and I wanted to bring this 

experience to Mayo to share with the community.  

 

The performance was followed by a workshop at the drop in   

center. This gave the performers opportunity to share their       

experience about starting a dance group, how they incorporate 

their language, the importance of Elders  

teachings and support, as well as each of their journeys in the 

dance group. Their stories were uplifting and inspiring and many 

people not only came out for this event, but they stayed until 

11pm!! Even the Elders! A few of them told me their hearts were 

lifted by these people and that makes me happy.  

 

A huge òMussi Choó to the Yukon Arts Fund for supporting this 

event   financially. As well as to everyone who helped       

out the cooks (Jackie and Janine), the concession gang (grads 

2012), sound technician (John Reid) and the Elders Driver (Tera 

Melancon). And also to the rest of the Heritage Department (and 

Andy!) for all their help over the weekend!  
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Language Immersion Camp-Ethel Lake 2011 
By Kaylie-Ann Hummel  
 

 I n October, the heritage crew and other 
community members went to Ethal Lake to partici-
pate in a language immersion camp for a week. 
We had three people from CYFN, Marilyn Jensen, 
Malinia Seldon, and Matthew Cameron. The first 
few days we got settled in and ate some good 
food throughout the whole week!  The very first 
day, I started beading and by the end of the week     
finished a few projects, such as a hair barrette, 
card holder, and a bracelet. At the beginning we 
tried to slowly ease our way into the language, 
but found it kind of difficult to reply to what elders 
had said to us. As the days went on we went into 
full immersion where we could not speak any    
English. By doing this it became very quiet and 
was really hard to stay in Northern Tutchone. This 
camp was a trial run to see what we need to do to 
make it work better.  There werenõt too many   
people out there even though a lot of people 
wanted to join. We made a small group because 
we     figured with too many people it would not 
have worked as well. We are developing more          
immersion activities so more people can            

participate in these activities. 
We held this camp out at Ethel Lake in an 

isolated place for the reason that if people were 
coming and going it would prevent people from 
speaking the language and people would start 
speaking English. As that was not our goal, our 
goal was to speak and hear the Northern Tutchone 
language as much as we could with no English 
influences. There were cultural activities done as 
well, such as beading, fleshing beaver skins that 
Steven Buyck had brought out, setting rabbit 
snares, and medicine picking.  At the end of the 
camp, Bobbie-Lee had found a butterfly in the 
cabin and I found it pretty amazing, since it was 
October. It was a great ending to our camp and 
everyone enjoyed themselves out there. We look 
forward to future projects like this and are excited 
to see people wanting to help with language. I just 
want to say a big Thank you to all of you that par-
ticipated, the cooks,  members from CYFN, and 

Andyõs work crew. 

We had elders tell us stories in the lan-
guage, and asked them to speak as much North-
ern Tutchone as they could to us. Having North-
ern Tutchone spoken as much as possible 
strengthens the learning process even though a 
person may not be able to speak it, hearing it a 
lot helps them to learn the language. You cannot 
learn the language right away it does take a lot 
of hard work and commitment. This language 
camp is only the start to help revitalize our North-
ern Tutchone language. I could see how happy 
elders were to be out on the land speaking their 
language, that right there made it worth my 
while. Itõs so beautiful and joyful to see how 
happy they are. Bringing our language back into 
our day to day life is so important for our culture 

and ourselves, because it is who we are. 

òBringing our language 

back into our day to day life 

is so important for our 

culture and ourselves, 

because it is who we are.ó 
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First Nations spirit tree raises $6500 

for Hospital!   

Every year the First Nations Health Programs at 

Whitehorse General Hospital sponsors a tree to 

be auctioned off at the NWTel Festival of Trees. 

This yearõs campaign is raising funds for an MRI 

machine at Whitehorse General Hospital.   

This year ornaments were donated from several 

communities and then several pieces of artwork 

were also purchased to be auctioned with the 

tree. The people who made ornaments for the tree 

from Mayo include Bobbie Lee Melancon, Lena 

Hummel, Christine Hager, Joella   Hogan, Kaylie 

Hummel, Sophie Lucas and Suzie Johnny. Artwork 

was purchased from Annabelle Lattie, Martha 

Buyck and Julia Olsen. 

  

The tree was auctioned for $6500! Thank you so 

much to everyone who contributed!  

  

Language Revitalization Program  

By Nicole Hutton  

 

Kaylie and I are currently enrolled in a 

course from the University of Victoria, 

The Aboriginal Language Revitalization 

Program. We talked about the issues of 

language endangerment, political and 

economic factors on language survival, 

roles of elders, speakers and leaders in 

maintaining languages, and much 

more.  

 

There were some very interesting 

readings, along with a lot of valuable 

discussion from the rest of the group 

members. At the end of the week we 

had group presentations on things we 

could do to help promote the language, 

which was a lot of fun and really       

helpful. We came home with tons of 

ideas and hope to get some of them 

going soon!  
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Nacho Nyak Dun 

Heritage Department 

PO Box 220 

Mayo, Yukon Y0B 1M0 

PH: 867.996.2265 

Fax: 867.996.2267 

heritagemgr@nndfn.com 

Any questions  

Comments or 

suggestions? 

We want to hear  

From you! 

Email: heritagemgr@nndfn.com 

Or call: 867.996.2265 Ext 116 

Mussi Cho! 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS: 
DOWN:                                                   

1. Tän tlõäk teõetsõetín. 

2. Ughaw.  

3. Nachonétan. 

4. Dlu. 

6. Dunyán. 

9. Sóhóthän. 

10. Má. 

12. Khaw. 
13. Tsunia. 

14. GemyãlḲ. 

ACROSS: 
3. Nadzyan cho. 
5. Kendlo. 
7. Tsõat. 
8. Tso. 

11. Dhäntõa. 

15. Egá. 

16. Hókó. 

17. Nadzyan etsyawa. 
18. Zha.  

NOTICE:  

NND will BE 

CLOSED FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS FROM   

DECEMBER 17th 

2011 -JANUARY 

3RD 2012.  

After Christmas “Busy Hands” 

Workshop will open again. If you 

have project  or workshop ideas , 

please let us know! 

MUSSI CHO TO ALL OF THE  

ELDERS AND  CITIZENS WHO 

SUPPORTED US THROUGHOUT 

THE YEAR. WE ARE LEARNING 

AND WE MAKE MISTAKES SO 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

GUIDANCE AND TEACHINGS. 

WE ALWAYS WELCOME IDEAS 

AND COMMENTS! 


